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{{ Abstract ]}

Multicultural education isa new trend and it will become incor porated into most school
curriculumsin future years. Several prestigious universities in the world today require
students to take classes in social studies. Thus, by using multicultural education, teachers,
in particular, can help children value the significance of treating all people with self-
esteem and not judging groups of people for the actions of a few. More importantly,
teachers must model tolerance and compassion in their words and behavior. They should
also encourage children to explore their feelings about preudice and hatred. In doing this,
the society will secure a better chance to stop any further destruction and will be able to
present potentially powerful opportunities for the next generation to learn and integrate
respect and dignity for people.

Introduction:

Democratic societies are strengthened by fundamental principles, such as freedom, equality,
and justice. When variables like culture, ethnicity, race, and diversity are utilized in order to give
some privileges to individuals from some groups and to reject others, then the provision of equal
opportunities becomes a serious challenge for a society. Interestingly, every human being has a
tendency to react against al forms of domination and has an intrinsic desire for freedom. For this
reason, more than ever, education in and for a society must supply the schooling that is required for
each student so that they can develop their own interests and learn to live, if not in cooperation with
others, then at least peacefully. In other words, the school must provide a good balance between the
curriculum, the teachers, and the administrators, as well as ensuring physical and moral conditions.
What is multicultural education?

Multicultural education is a progressive approach for transforming education which holistically

SPECIAL ISSUE AEF’s NATIONAL-SEMINAR 2013-2014 WWW.Srjis.com



Arihant College of Education, National Seminar 2013 - 14

critiques and addresses current shortcomings, failings, and discriminatory practicesin education. It is
based on social justice, educational equity, and respect for thought. Mor e specifically, the
componentsrequired in ensuring a multicultural education are: content integration, the
knowledge construction process, prejudicereduction, equity pedagogy, and an empowering
school culture and social culture. In this paradigm, to be tolerant in social interactions, to give value
to every opinion, and to not criticize and object to others seems to be the distinguishing features of a
multicultural society. When people are overly harsh the result is destruction, while people who are
trying to be constructive bring richness and reflection. The idea of “if you do not like something,
make a better one” fits very well with the idea of multicultural education, in which the main task is to

reduce the form, stereotypes, prejudices, and discrimination between in-groups and out-groups

Need of multicultural education

In today’s society, as we enter the 21st century, the deepening ethnic background of nations,
diversity within societies, and an increasing percentage of people who speak a second
language have made multicultural education crucial. Multicultural education is seen asan
opportunity to improve race relations and to help al students gain the knowledge, attitudes,
and skills needed to take part in cross-cultural interactions. Children learn the difference
when playing with one another. The same s true in education, as teaching has become a
multicultural experience. Instead of fearing or ignoring the diversity in the classroom (and
society), teachers can use diversity to enrich instruction. Multicultural education helps
teachers to use diversity as aresource that can bring more meaning, tolerance, and

opportunity to multicultural classroom.

Multicultural education for a changing world

Today, most classroom teachers are likely to have students from diverse ethnic and cultural
backgrounds. This brings its own problem in that many students are assimilated in social
interaction, and are faced with cultural assimilation. To overcome these difficulties, educators
keep looking for more creative, thoughtful, and meaningful educational reform movements.
In this sense, multicultural education is able to help students devel op a sympathy and
understanding towards each group’s perception and point of view. Dewey repeatedly stresses
the importance of interaction in education. This interaction is an ongoing process between the

individual and the subjects and other people. Dewey’s ongoing interaction between the
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individual and other persons becomes essentially important when thinking about the
existence of cultures with their uniqueness and distinctiveness. In this sense, school isaplace
of socia interaction between teachers and students. Teaching and learning in a school
environment mostly occurs through social interactions in groups. Helping students to develop
asense of reflective and positive identification with their cultural groups does not mean that
it isnot possible to establish an intercultural exchange between different groups. It means that
through devel oping and clarifying the boundaries of cultura identifications, optimistically

students will acquire more positive attitudes towards their neighborhoods and communities.

Ways to incor porate multicultural education in & between schools, societies, nations

1. Democratic changes in nations contribute and stimulate the growth of multicultural
education. Providing people with the freedom to function beyond their ethnic and cultural
boundaries keeps societies more demaocratic and free.

2. Using dimensions of multicultural education (e.g., prgudice reduction) can help
students to develop more democratic values and attitudes.

3. Improving dialogue efforts and tolerance in this kind of education might help students
to understand, investigate and determine how equal opportunities could be gained by
giving everyone a voice.

4. Educators today face unusual challenges and want rapid solutions to educational
problems. In particular, problems associated with racism, ethnicity, and prejudice make
the dSituation intolerable, because of the high public expectations. In this sense,
multicultural education can be a promising factor in implementing intercultural exchange
and in helping students to gain democratic values and attitudes.

5. One of the most effective ways to teach respect for diversity is to eliminate
unawareness. If we want to understand other cultures, whether they be superficia or
insightful, we had better gain a sense of perception that allows us to distinguish things
more clearly and with less bias.

6. Establishing cultural exchange programs has proven to be successful in improving
understanding, insight, and eventually tolerance into the classroom.

7. Teaching lessons that either directly or indirectly address the issues of multicultural

communities in the classroom, neighborhood, and nation is another important tactic that
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teachers can adopt when trying to help children and young adults understand the
importance of respect for diversity.
8. Teachers who bring their healthy values and virtues to the classroom can strongly

influence the attitudes of theair students.

Conclusion

Many people today, even those who aready live in a multi-cultura society, have problems
dealing with “others,” and blame each other for certain issues or follow a different way.
Blaming each other because of our origins or culture is not the solution. Rather, trying to
understand and analyze people for their personal values and cultural diversity will help to
mobilize and construct a caring society. As a matter of fact, religion teaches us to tolerate

others and accept that people live in different groups and societies.
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